
 

 

A guide to help you plan for future services 

 

Here at Campanella Family Funeral Homes our mission and passion 

is to assist every family we serve, that has lost a loved one, to achieve a    

meaningful remembrance and acknowledgement of a life lived.  Our 

desire is to do this with compassion, service and professionalism.  We 

also desire to help educate each family of the many options and choices 

available to celebrate their loved one’s life while also keeping their 

budget in mind.  Every Life is Worth Remembering. 



A family always benefits from having at least some conversation about 

your death in advance. 

Death and Funerals are topics that many people try to avoid.  However, 

death is something that happens to every living thing at some point, so 

approaching the subject is important even if it is uncomfortable at first.  At 

the time of a loved ones death there is information that, if a family is aware 

of, will make the dealing with a sudden or unexpected death less stressful.  

When it comes to funeral arrangements, most families desire to follow the 

wishes of their loved one, but if those wishes are not communicated or 

written down, the family feels at odds with what decisions to make.  Also, 

especially in an unexpected death, the family may not have any information 

on matters such as insurance polices, trusts, or other financial matters, that 

might pertain to that person’s death.  While final disposition authority falls 

to the legal next-of-kin or Durable Power of Attorney (information about NOK 

and DPOA can be found on page 5), having some of the following information 

written down and on file either at home, or at the funeral home, will help 

your family know what are your desires.  

 

Funeral Home of Choice__________________________________ 

Funeral Home Phone Number _____________________________ 

Would you prefer to be embalmed or cremated? _______________ 

Do you prefer a public viewing or private family viewing?________ 

Are there Insurance or financial companies that need to be contacted?  If 

Yes where are your policies located? (see page 15), and who is the 

assigned beneficiary__________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

Did you pre-finance for funeral expenses?____________________ 

Do you have cemetery plots? _______________________________ 

If Yes what Cemetery?  _______________________________ 
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Have you ever made a statement or asked yourself a question like; 

“When I die I want…” or “What kind of funeral would I like to have?”  

“That’s my favorite song. I want it played at my funeral.” or “ How can 

I pre-pay for services so my loved ones don’t have to worry about the 

finances?” And a common comment we hear often, “I just want things 

to be easy for my family” 

 

Whether you are planning services for yourself or you are preparing for 

a loved one, this booklet is designed to help you understand your many 

options as well as offer a place to record information that will be 

helpful for your family.  It is beneficial for your family to know your 

wishes, but it is also important that you keep in mind  that your families 

needs or circumstances at the time of your death need to be considered. 

This booklet is designed to help guide you through  

the following:  

 Help you talk to your family about your wishes 

 Pages to record information that will be necessary for legal 

documents such as death certificates or to request military honors 

 Who will be in charge?  Defining Legal Next of Kin and Power of 

Attorney  
 

 Pre-Funding for a service, Pros/Cons as well as how to set funds 

aside for future needs 

 Explanations about different types of services and options available 

 Pages to record people you may want to contact or that you may want 

to be a part of your funeral 

 Information about getting ready for Medicaid, Social Security and 

Military Honors 

 

This booklet provides basic information about the law, which may change from time to time and/or become 
outdated.  We cannot and do not provide specific information for your exact situation, and we cannot decide 
whether this booklet’s suggestions are appropriate for you.  If you have any questions regarding legal advice we 
suggest contacting an attorney to determine what may be necessary for your individual needs. 



 

 

The information on this page will be necessary for legal paperwork such as 

the Kansas Death Certificate.  Some of these answers will also be expanded 

for an obituary.   

 

Name (Full Legal Name) ________________________________________ 

Maiden Name _____________________ Nickname___________________ 

Marital Status: Married      Widowed       Divorced        Single 

Soc. Security #_______________________ 

Current Residential Address: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Date of Birth_________________ 

Place of Birth (City and State) __________________________ 

Fathers Name_________________________________________ 

Mothers Name (include maiden)___________________________ 

Spouse (include maiden name)____________________________ 

Marriage Date _________Place (City/State)  _______________________ 

Spouse Preceded in Death_______  Date_________________ 

Military Service (Branch)   __________     

Occupation: (usual and customary occupation)  

______________________________________________________________ 

Education Level :   Below are the selections for a Kansas Death Certificate   

Unknown       8th grade or less         9-12 grade, no diploma   

 High school graduate or GED        Some College credit, but no degree       

If a College Graduate circle level of Degree:   Associate        Bachelors      

Masters        Doctorate/Professional Degree 

   What is your Degree  _________________________________________ 

Ancestry and/or Race: 

_____________________________________________________________ 
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Kansas Right of Disposition: Law 65-1734 sets a clear order of priority 

of persons authorized to dispose of decedent's remains: 

 

1) DPOA: The person established by a Durable Power of Attorney 

(DPOA) for health care decisions that conveys to the agent the authority 

 to make decisions regarding disposition; 
 

2) Spouse:  if a living spouse is not capable of making decisions then an 

established DPOA or Adult Children would become the next of kin; 
 

3) Adult Children: the decedent's surviving adult children. If there is more 

than one adult child they are considered equals; 
 

4) Parents: if the decedent is under 18, or the decedent is over 18 but has 

no spouse or children over the age of 18; 
 

5) If none of the above apply then the persons in the next degree of 

kinship under the laws of descent and distribution to inherit the estate of the 

decedent. If there is more than one person of the same degree, any person of 

that degree may direct the manner of disposition; 
 

6) If no one family/DPOA can be designated then a court may appoint a 

guardian or personal representative of the decedent. 
 

A funeral director, funeral establishment or crematory shall not be subject 

to criminal prosecution or civil liability for carrying out the otherwise 

lawful instructions of the person or persons under subsection (a) if the 

funeral director reasonably believes such person is entitled to control final 

disposition. 
 

For further information regarding establishing a DPOA we suggest 

speaking with an attorney that specializes in these affairs.  There are ways 

for this to be done online but you should make sure you understand exactly 

what you are assigning and the pros and cons of all those types of decisions. 

 
*For the full Kansas Statute #65-1734 visit: http://www.kslegislature.org 
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When deciding to pre-fund for future funeral services it is a good idea to 
schedule an appointment to visit with a funeral director so they can talk 
with you about things that will specifically pertain to the kind of services 
and selections you may desire.  They will help you to understand all of 
your options and provide you with current costs so you will have a good 
idea as to the amount of funds you need to consider setting aside. Then, 
when death occurs, they will help your family make the final decisions 
based on what you wanted, the budget that you set aside, and their overall 
needs.  

 

 The State of Kansas does not allow Kansas funeral homes to be paid 
directly for future services, therefore, all funds must be held by a third 
party, like a trust, life insurance company, or bank. We will help you 
with the paperwork required to set up whichever account is appropriate 
for you.   

 Pre paying for a funeral does not necessarily guarantee future prices,  
however, if funds are invested in an interest bearing account the interest 
gained on the account helps to offset inflation. Also the choices your 
family makes at the time of death may vary in cost from the initial 
quotes given. 

 You are able to change your mind without penalty.  You may change 
funeral homes and/or service selections prior to, or at the time of death 
and the funds can then be transferred/used based on family decisions.  

 When preparing for Medicaid you are allowed to set funds aside 
Irrevocably assigned to a funeral home.  It is advisable to speak with a 
KanCare/Medicaid representative at least 6 months prior to depletion of 
funds (more information regarding KanCare/Medicaid can be found on page 
16).   

If you are on Medicaid any unused funds held in a funeral trust, 
must be refunded to the Kansas Estate Recovery program, or in 
some cases, a living spouse or dependent.  If you are not on 
Medicaid at the time of death any unused trusted funds will be 
refunded to the proper Estate/Family members. 
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It is important to remember that a funeral service, memorial service, or      

celebration of life, not only allows families to honor and celebrate the life 

of a loved one but also allows family, friends and community to share in 

their  remembrance. This is very beneficial in helping a family through the 

process of grieving.  Following are definitions of different types of      

meaningful services. 

Funeral Service: This is a term referring to a service that 

commemorates the life of a deceased person that is with the deceased body 

present. 

Memorial Service: This is a term referring to a service that 

commemorates the life of a deceased that is without the deceased body 

present.  This service may follow a burial or cremation.   

Celebration of Life Service: This is a term referring to a service that is     

usually a less structured and less formal gathering than other types of     

funeral services. 

  

Understanding various types of services will help you and your family to 

navigate the multitude of options available for consideration when planning 

a funeral.  

The next few pages explain different types of services that are available. 

Keep in mind that there are few rules so when it comes to planning a 

funeral or memorial service, whether traditional or  non-conventional, we 

usually are able to accommodate your family’s desires.   
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~~Burial Services ~~ 

Traditional Funeral Service: The body of the deceased is usually 

embalmed, placed in a casket, present at the service and then taken to a 

cemetery for  burial.  There may be a viewing/visitation the evening before or 

the morning just prior to the service.  

Graveside Funeral Service: This type of funeral service is similar to a 

traditional service except the funeral is held entirely in the cemetery. A 

viewing/visitation prior to the service is common.  

Immediate Burial Service:  An immediate burial service is when an 

unembalmed body is placed in a casket and buried, usually within 24 hours of 

death. This type of burial service may have a visitation but there would be 

restrictions on viewing the deceased. Many families still choose to hold a   

memorial service following the burial.  

Green Burial: A natural or green burial is when a deceased body is not     

embalmed and is buried in a natural setting.  Any shroud or casket must be  

made of a biodegradable, nontoxic, and of sustainable material.   

~Celebration of Life or Remembrance~  

Many families are looking for a service that is more focused on the life of 

their loved one.  This is often referred to as a Remembrance or Celebration of 
Life.  This time may be with or without the body present.  It is also an option 
to have a Celebration of Life during the visitation followed by a traditional 

service the next day.  Families are encouraged to include any elements that 
will help tell their loved one’s story. 

~~Cremation or Memorial Services~~ 

Contemporary Cremation Service: A contemporary cremation service     

mirrors a traditional funeral service.  The deceased body is embalmed and 

placed in either a rental casket or some other combustible casket.  There may 

be a viewing/visitation prior to the service.  The casket and deceased are then 

cremated following the service.   

There are many options for a family following cremation.  They may inurn 

their loved ones remains in a cemetery, keep the remains in an urn, or scatter 
the remains.  
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This is an important decision.  The officiant is the person who will convey 

your loved one’s story to those attending the service.   

These are the most common options: 

Clergy:  Usually a Reverend/Pastor or Priest that is affiliated with a specific 

church or religion.  For many families their religious faith holds a special 

place when remembering the life and death of a loved one and will be a      

significant part of their life celebration. 

Certified Celebrant: Some families do not have a religious affiliation or 

prefer a more secular based funeral.  A Certified Celebrant will orient the 

service around the stories and memories of your loved one.  The stories will 

be gathered during a meeting with your celebrant. A celebrant can also work 

in association with a clergy.   Our funeral home has two Certified Celebrants 

on staff. 

Lay Person: A family may chose a family member, friend or other   

member of the community to officiate.  In this case it is up to the family to 

talk with them about what their expectations are regarding the funeral.  

Traditional Cremation Service:  A traditional 

cremation service is where the deceased body is 

cremated prior to any memorial services.  There may 

be a visitation but the body is not present. 

Cremation with a Private Family Viewing:                                                                     

The family may choose to have a private family viewing prior 

to cremation taking place.  The deceased body is unembalmed, 

therefore, there may be restrictions on who may view as well 

as some time restraints. The family may then choose the type 

of memorial service that best fits their needs. 

Cremation Without a Service: This service is often referred to as 

“direct cremation”.  There are times when a family may choose to have no          

organized service or plan to make arrangements for a service without the 

assistance of the funeral home.  
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At Campanella -Evans Mortuary we offer reception room areas for families 

that would like to offer refreshments during a visitation and/or a Celebration 

of Life Service.  Some families prefer to keep it light by offering snacks, 

sweets or hors d'oeuvres while other families choose to serve a full meal.  

Depending on each families desires several options are available. We have 

some suggested packages and setups, you may chose to have family and 

friends prepare a pot luck style meal, or you may have food prepared and 

delivered by a caterer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Reception Room packages include: 

 Members of our staff: to help serve  

           and for table set-up and clean-up 

 May also include drinks: 

           Coffee, Water or Tea 

 Supplies: Plates, Cutlery, Napkins 

If you are interested in having 

a reception, please ask for 

more information.  Pricing 

will vary depending on the 

type of set-up and food   

packages you may chose. 
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Location of the service: Funeral services may be  

held in a variety of  locations such as a funeral home,  

church, reception hall, club, or an outdoor venue. Memorial 

services have more flexibility than a service with a casketed 

body present, but by no means is a more traditional service 

restricted to just one or two types of venue. Celebration of 

Life services commonly have a more relaxed gathering with a 

reception feel, often including food and beverages.  A 

           ~~Location of the Service~~ 

A video picture tribute 

Music selections that have special meaning for you or your loved ones 

Readings of poetry, scripture, and eulogies 

A time of sharing stories and memories by family and friends 

An evening service 

Memorabilia displays (pictures, hobbies, collectables, and  

  achievements) 

Register Book and Memorial Folder handouts 

Suggest a charitable contribution to be given in your loved one’s                

 memory 

~~Other Things to Consider~~ 

No matter what type of service you choose there are numerous ways to     

personalize a funeral.  Below are some common elements your family might  

include: 

You might also consider: 

   Catered or potluck reception 

   Candle lighting ceremony 

   Asking guests to write a memory to be shared 

   Military honors and patriotic displays when appropriate 

   Dove or Balloon release 

   Sand Ceremony 
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Clubs/Activities/Hobbies 
This information will help your family remember things (sometimes from 
before they were born) so if there are things you would like to mention this is 
a good place to record the names of clubs, organizations, awards, years on a 
board, favorite activities, etc. This information is very important in writing an 
obituary and reaching out to select groups. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Notes for service participants 
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You may use these pages to write down some of the following information so 

your family knows what your wishes are. 

 

 Who you would like to officiate 

 What type of service you want  

 Musicians and Music Selections 

 Family Information: Children, Grandchildren and Siblings if married 

include their spouses and the city and state where they currently live. 

 Preceded in Death by:  Same information as above 

 Employment:  Places you may have worked, when 

and what you did. 

 Places you have lived 

 Memorial Contributions 

 Service Participants: Casket bearers, Gift Givers, Eulogist etc. 

There are some things that need to be considered when choosing service 

participants especially when selecting Casket Bearers.   

Casket Bearer is a term that literally means “To Carry the Casket.”  

Caskets are heavy and there are often stairs or other obstacles that make 

carrying the casket challenging. While we try to keep the casket on the 

“church truck” (wheeled device that is under the casket) for as long as 

possible it is important that the friends and family that will be participating 

are physically able to lift and carry quite a bit of weight and still be able to 

step over monuments in the cemetery and walk safely down stairs.  We 

suggest selecting at least 6 people that are in good physical condition to serve 

as Casket Bearers.   

You may also name as many honorary casket bearers as you would like.  

Those are the people who are listed by name but will not usually participate 

in actually carrying the casket.  Some families chose to have honorary casket 

bearers participate in the ceremony by carrying flowers or some other 

personal memento as we precess out of the service.  

~~Service Participants ~~ 
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CONTACTS & PASSWORDS: 

Keep in mind that your children might not know how to contact friends or 

relatives that you talk to regularly.  It is important for you to record any     

accounts and passwords that they may need in order to access your files. If 

your phone has a passcode lock, they won’t be able to access your contacts 

without the code.  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 
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This is a space to record any general information about insurance 

polices, checking and savings accounts, Stocks and Bonds, Retirement 

benefits, trusts or estate information so your family will know who to 

contact or where other important paperwork may be located. 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Use this space to record any additional information you want to make sure 

your family knows upon our death.  This could include personal messages or 

locations of keys to a lock box etc... 
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Medicaid: Getting ready for Medicaid (KanCare) is the most common 

reason for a family to pre-fund funeral services.  When you are looking at the 

need to go through the “Spend-Down” process your KanCare representative 

will talk to you about your specific needs.  One of the acceptable ways to 

spend down funds to is set money aside for funeral services.  There are a few 

rules to follow but the amount you chose to set aside is your decision 

however the funds must be held irrevocably to the funeral home and they 

must be used for funeral services a the time of death, any excess funds will be 

turned over to Kansas Estate Recovery after services are completed.  For 

more information you need to contact KanCare about your specific needs. 
 

 

Social Security: Our staff will make the initial contact with Social 

Security on your behalf by filing a Statement of Death form SSA 271.There 

is a one-time death benefit of $255 that a surviving spouse and/or dependent 

child is usually eligible to receive, however there are other benefits and 

circumstances that may need to be considered as well. Therefore it is 

advisable for a surviving spouse (or other family member) to contact Social 

Security within a month of death so that they can assist you with any Social 

Security benefits that you may be qualified to receive.   

 
 

U.S. Veteran’s Benefits: Anyone who was a member of the military at 

the time of death, or honorably discharged from the military, is subject to a 

number of benefits which should be investigated.  Our staff or your local 

Veteran’s Administration Office can assist you in filling out various VA 

forms.  To request any active duty honors, obtain a Burial Flag, or a Veterans 

Marker, a copy of the Veterans DD214 (honorable discharge papers) is 

necessary.  It is helpful to already have a copy at the funeral home or in a file 

that your family can easily access upon death. 
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This booklet provides basic information about the law, which may change from time to time and/or become 
outdated.  We cannot and do not provide specific information for your exact situation, and we cannot decide 
whether this booklet’s suggestions are appropriate for you.  If you have any questions regarding legal advice we 
suggest contacting an attorney to determine what may be necessary for your individual needs. 

 

KPERS: Many people employed by various city, county or government jobs 

in the State of Kansas may have KPERS as a retirement plan.  If you did 

retire with KPERS benefits there is usually a $4000 death benefit included in 

your plan. If the beneficiary is a funeral home the funeral home will receive 

the entire $4000 that your family will be able to use for funeral expenses, 

however if your beneficiary is an individual, Kansas will withhold $800 in 

tax so your family will receive a check for $3200, so assigning that benefit 

prior to death is beneficial to your family.   

Estate, Wills, Gift Taxes, Real Estate: The services of an attorney or a 

estate professional is ALWAYS advisable in these types of matters. 

Bank Accounts: The survivor of joint bank accounts can usually withdraw 

from the account without legal procedure. A bank account solely in the 

decedent’s name may require probate action to access funds.  Some banks 

have procedures which permit payment of funeral expenses if no other assets 

require probate.  It is always wise to seek professional advice concerning 

bank accounts, savings bonds, stocks, bonds, IRAs, retirement accounts, or 

any other financial matters. 

Safety Deposit Box: Following a death safety deposit boxes may have 

several regulations and procedures depending on who is named as the owner 

of the box. It is advisable to consult the bank for any explanation of those 

procedures.  

NOTES:_______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 



Campanella Family Funeral Homes 

Campanella-Evans Mortuary 

785-456-9811 

612 E Hwy 24/PO Box 232 

Wamego, KS 66547 

Campanella-Gentry Funeral Home 

785-765-3913 

224 Missouri St/PO Box 245 

Alma, KS 66401 

Campanella-Kufahl Funeral Home 

785-396-4454 

307 Center St 

Wheaton, KS 66521 

Website:  www.campanellafuneral.com 

 

Email:  campanellafuneral@gmail.com 

~Every Life is Worth Remembering~ 

http://rememberingalife.com is a website that is supported by the National Funeral 

Directors Association (NFDA) there is a lot of information that my be helpful to you and 

your family about many topics including: Who to contact with death occurs, Pre-Planning 

for funeral services as well as Grief support.  

https://www.funeralbasics.org is another website that has a lot of information that my be 

helpful to you and your family about many topics including: Funeral Etiquette, How to 

Make a Meaningful Funeral For Your Loved One, Why Have A Funeral, Green Burials and 

Anatomical Donations and many more.  

https://www.insightbooks.com/celebrants  is another website that explains how the 

Certified Celebrant program works and how Celebrant’s are trained to “Tell Your Story”.   

Rob Campanella and Jennifer Woods have both completed InSight’s Celebrant program 

and we will be happy to help you and/or your family gather stories and weave them 

together for a truly unique service revolving around your life, your stories and the 

memories you will leave behind. 


