
A guide to help you through the days following a death 

~Every Life is Worth Remembering~ 

 

Here at Campanella Family Funeral Homes our mission and passion 

is to assist every family we serve, that has lost a loved one, to achieve a    

meaningful remembrance and acknowledgement of a life lived.  Our 

desire is to do this with compassion, service and professionalism.  We 

also desire to help educate each family of the many options and choices 

available to celebrate their loved one’s life while also keeping their 

budget in mind.  Every Life is Worth Remembering. 

Their Journey’s Just Begun 

 

Don’t think of them as gone away 

Their journey’s just begun, 

Life holds so many facets 

The earth is only one 

Just think of them as resting 

From the sorrows and the tears 

In a place of warmth and comfort 

Where there are no days and years. 

Think how they must be wishing 

That we could know today 

How nothing but our sadness 

Can really pass away. 
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We understand that the days following a death can be stressful and  

confusing.  Together we will help you plan your loved ones services 

and make the days ahead a little less overwhelming. 

 

This booklet is designed to help you know what to expect in the days 

following a death, through the funeral service, and what to do after the 

funeral has taken place.  We hope you find the contents of this booklet 

helpful.  Please, feel free to call if you have any questions. 

Contents of this booklet: 

 What to expect and bring to the arrangement conference 

 Understanding the different types of services and options available 

 Reception Room Information 

 Pages to record vital information that we will need for legal docu-

ments such as death certificates or to request military honors 

 Pages to record friends and family who brought food, sent memorial 

contributions or flowers so you know who to send Thank You notes 

and acknowledgements to. 

 Memorial Tribute DVD and Music selections 

 Information about Social Security and Military Honors 

This booklet provides basic information about the law, which may change from time to time and/or become 
outdated.  We cannot and do not provide specific information for your exact situation, and we cannot decide 
whether this booklet’s suggestions are appropriate for you.  If you have any questions regarding legal advice we 
suggest contacting an attorney to determine what may be necessary for your individual needs. 

The arrangement conference is a meeting your family has with our trained 

professional staff.  This conference normally last two to three hours.  You 

may invite anyone you desire to the conference, however, we suggest only 

those people that you need to be a part of the decision making.  This will 

help keep everyone focused on the discussions and service planning.   

We will be discussing a wide variety of options available for you to build 

the service that best honors and celebrates the life of your loved one. Some 

items that are helpful to consider or bring to the arrangement conference 

include:  

Know your budget:  Funerals can be expensive.  The overall 

costs are based on the choices you and your family make so it is im-

portant that you know your budget and how you are going to access 

those funds.  By bringing items like your insurance policies, our staff 

may be able to help you gather necessary claim forms or insurance       

assignments. 

Vital Records Information:   On page 9 there is a short form 

that, when completed, will answer the biographical information that 

is needed for Kansas Vital Records.  Other information on page 10 

will be gathered during the arrangement conference and is used to      

compose an obituary. 

Picture of Deceased: A picture of the deceased is used on our      

funeral home website and also for newspaper obituaries.  A photo 

with your loved one facing forward is best.  We can edit and crop 

pictures so it is not a problem if the picture contains other people.   

Military Paper Work: If your loved one served in the military 

and you desire military funeral honors, honorable discharge papers 

are required (DD214) 
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~~Burial Services ~~ 

Traditional Funeral Service: The body of the deceased is usually 

embalmed, placed in a casket, present at the service and then taken to a 

cemetery for  burial.  There may be a viewing/visitation prior to the 

service.  

Graveside Funeral Service: This type of funeral service is similar to a       

traditional service except the funeral is held entirely in the cemetery. A   

viewing/visitation prior to the service is common.  

Immediate Burial Service:  An immediate burial service is when an 

unembalmed body is placed in a casket and buried, usually within 24 hours 

of death. This type of burial service may have a visitation but there would be 

restrictions on viewing the deceased. Many families still choose to hold a   

memorial service following the burial.  

Green Burial: A natural or green burial is when deceased body is not     

embalmed and is buried in a natural setting.  Any shroud or casket must be  

made of a biodegradable, nontoxic, and of sustainable material.   

~Celebration of Life or Remembrance~  

Many families are looking for a service that is more focused on the life of 

their loved one.  This is often referred to as a Remembrance or Celebration of 

Life.  This time may be with or without the body present.  It is also an option 

to have a Celebration of Life during the visitation followed by traditional 

service the next day.  Families are encouraged to include any elements that 

will help tell their loved one’s story. 

~~Cremation Services~~ 

Contemporary Cremation Service: A contemporary cremation service     

mirrors a traditional funeral service.  The deceased body is embalmed and 

placed in either a rental casket or some other combustible casket.  There may 

be a viewing/visitation prior to the service.  The casket and deceased are then 

cremated following the service.   

There are many options for a family following cremation.  They may inurn 
their loved ones remains in a cemetery, keep the remains in an urn, or scatter 

the remains.  
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Every Life is Worth Remembering. A Funeral Service, Memorial Service 

or Celebration of Life should be as individual as the person whose life you 

wish to celebrate and remember.   

Setting the tone of your service: It is important to consider the tone 

of the service you desire.  A funeral may be a very formal, structured event 

or a very informal, loosely structured gathering, and all points in between.  

Here are some aspects of a service that should be considered: 

 Type of Service 

 Choosing an Officiant 

 Location of Service 

 Other Things to Consider 

 Visitation / Reception 
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It is important to remember that a funeral service, memorial service, or      

celebration of life, not only allows families to honor and celebrate the life of 

a loved one but also allows family, friends and community to share in their  

remembrance. This is very beneficial in helping a family through the process 

of grieving.  Following are definitions of different types of      meaningful 

services. 

Funeral Service: This is a term referring to a service that commemorates 

the life of a deceased person that is with the deceased body present. 

Memorial Service: This is a term referring to a service that 

commemorates the life of a deceased that is without the deceased body 

present.  This    service may follow a burial or cremation.   

Celebration of Life Service: This is a term referring to a service that is     

usually a less structured and less formal gathering than other types of     

funeral services. 
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This is an important decision.  The officiant is the person who will convey 

your loved one’s story to those attending the service.   

 

These are the most common options: 

Clergy:  Usually a Reverend/Pastor or Priest that is affiliated with a specific 

church or religion.  For many families their religious faith holds a special 

place when remembering the life and death of a loved one and will be a      

significant part of their life celebration. 

Certified Celebrant: On the other hand, some families do not have a 

religious affiliation or prefer a more secular based funeral.  A Certified 

Celebrant will orient the service around the stories and memories of your 

loved one.  The stories will be gathered during a meeting with your celebrant. 

A celebrant can also work in associations with a clergy.   Our funeral home 

has two Certified Celebrants on our staff. 

Lay Person: A family may also chose a family member, friend or other   

member of the community to officiate.  In this case it is up to the family to 

talk with them about what your expectations are regarding the funeral.  

Traditional Cremation Service:  A traditional cremation service is 

where the deceased body is cremated prior to any memorial services.  There 

may be a visitation but the body is not present. 

Cremation with a Private Family Viewing: The family may choose 

to have a private family viewing prior to cremation taking place.  The 

deceased body is unembalmed, therefore, there may be restrictions on who 

may view as well as some time restraints. The family may then choose the 

type of memorial service that best fits their needs. 

Cremation Without a Service: This service is often referred to as 

“direct cremation”.  There are times when a family may choose to have no          

organized service or plan to make arrangements for a service without the 

assistance of the funeral home.  

Location of the service: Funeral services may be held in a variety of  

locations such as a funeral home, church, reception hall, club, or an outdoor 

venue. Memorial services have more flexibility than a service with a 

casketed body present, but by no means is a more traditional service 

restricted to one or two types of venue. Celebration of Life services 

commonly have a more relaxed gathering with a reception feel, often 

including food and     beverages.  A reception type of visitation is also 

common with a traditional type of service. 

~~Location of the Service~~ 

 

A video picture tribute 

Music selections that have special meaning for you or your loved one 

Readings of poetry, scripture, and eulogies 

A time of sharing stories and memories by family and friends 

An Evening service 

Memorabilia displays (pictures, hobbies, collectables, and  

  achievements) 

Register Book and Memorial Folder handouts 

Suggest a charitable contribution to be given in your loved one’s                

 memory 

You might also consider: 

   Catered or potluck reception 

   Candle lighting ceremony 

   Asking guests to write a memory to be shared 

   Military honors and patriotic displays when appropriate 

   Dove or Balloon release 

   Sand Ceremony 

~~Other Things to Consider~~ 

No matter what type of service you choose there are numerous ways to     

personalize a funeral.  Below are some common elements your family might  

include: 
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 The information on this page will be necessary for legal paperwork such as 

the Kansas Death Certificate.  If you don’t know all the answers that’s okay 

we will go over them together during the arrangement conference.  Some of 

these answers will also be extended for an obituary.   

 

Name (Full Legal Name) ________________________________________ 

Maiden Name _____________________ Nickname___________________ 

Marital Status: Married      Widowed       Divorced        Single 

Soc. Security #_______________________ 

Current Residential Address: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Date of Birth_________________ 

Place of Birth (City and State) __________________________ 

Fathers Name_________________________________________ 

Mothers Name (include maiden)___________________________ 

Spouse (include maiden name)____________________________ 

Marriage Date _________Place (City/State)  _______________________ 

Spouse Preceded in Death_______  Date_________________ 

Military Service (Branch)   __________     

Occupation: (usual and customary occupation)  

______________________________________________________________ 

Education Level :   Below are the selections for a Kansas Death Certificate   

Unknown       8th grade or less         9-12 grade, no diploma   

 High school graduate or GED        Some College credit, but no degree       

If a College Graduate circle level of Degree:     Associate        Bachelor      

Masters        Doctorate/Professional Degree 

Ancestry and/or Race: 

_____________________________________________________________ 
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At Campanella -Evans Mortuary we offer reception room areas for families 

that would like to offer food during a visitation and/or a Celebration of Life 

Service.  Some families prefer to keep it light by offering simple sweets or 

hors d'oeuvre while other families chose to serve a full meal.  Depending on 

each families desires we have some suggested packages and set-ups or you 

may chose to have family and friends prepare a pot luck style meal or you 

may have food prepared by a caterer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Reception Room packages include: 

 Members of our staff: to help serve and for table set-up and clean-up 

 Drinks: Coffee, Water and Tea 

 Supplies: Plates, Cutlery, Napkins 

If you are interested in having 

a reception please ask for 

more information.  Pricing 

will vary depending on the 

type of set-up and food 

packages you may chose. 



We will be discussing this information during the arrangement conference 

and will use it to write an appropriate obituary.  You may use these pages to 

write notes for your reference.  

 

 Survivors: Children, Grandchildren and Siblings if married include their 

spouses and the city and state where they currently live. 

 Preceded in Death by:  Same information as above 

 Employment:  Places the deceased may have worked, when and what 

they did. 

 Places they have lived 

 Clubs, Hobbies, Activities and Organizations 

 Memorial Contributions 

 Newspapers: We will talk about what newspapers you want to have the 

obituary published in.  Many papers have charges and we will discuss 

your options with you. 

NOTES: 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 
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NOTES: 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 
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One way to make your service personal and meaningful is by adding a  

Memorial DVD, Video tribute and special music.  We will build a    

Memorial DVD, Video Tribute and play music selections at no charge to 

your family.  
 

Memorial DVD:  This is a slideshow of pictures that will play during a 

Visitation and/or before a service begins. 

Guidelines: 

 A Memorial DVD can be anywhere from 25 - 300 pictures. For 

reference 100 pictures is approximately 18 minutes. 

 Our staff will scan up to 100 pictures however we will also include any 

digital pictures you have and they may be emailed or brought in on a 

flash drive.   

 Pictures will be set to play in a random order 

 Due to music licensing we are unable to use copyrighted music on the 

DVD 

 

Video Tribute:  This is a specific selection of 25-40 pictures and/or 
video clips that can be played along with a song sometime during your 
service.  You may want to put these pictures in chronological order but that 
is your choice. 
 

Music Selections: Choosing 1-4 songs or hymns that have a special 
meaning to you or your loved one can be played during the funeral.  
Normally we begin with one, end/dismiss with one and have your officiant 
work 1-2 into the service.  Due to music licensing we can only play music 
that we can purchase, so we download everything from iTunes. We will 
need a list of the songs you want us to have prior to the day of the services.  
We also have equipment to play a song or two at the cemetery or other 
location. 
 

During the visitation we provide generic background music. If you have 
specific music you would like to have playing during the visitation time, 
you or a family member/friend, may bring us a playlist on any music 
device  (iPod, phone, computer or MP3 player) or  bring in any CD’s you 
already have and we will do our best to play them for you. 
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~~Video Tributes and Music Selections~~ 

Thanking your friends for their help and sympathy: 
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“No life is an island.  A death touches and affects the world of  

relatives, friends and associates in a direct and forceful way.  

 It is virtuous to confide your feelings in others who have  

benefited by, or shared in the life of a loved one -  

for sorrow shared is sorrow diminished.” 

 

 

 

 

No longer are personal letters expected in return for expressions of          

sympathy. In most cases a signed Acknowledgment Card (Thank You 

Note) is sufficient to say “Thanks” and should be sent to anyone that 

offered a personal assistance or sent an expression of sympathy like 

flowers, food dishes or memorial contributions. Persons that send a    

letter of condolence or sympathy card usually do not expect a thank you, 

but you may want to respond to these types of expressions on a person 

by person basis. Acknowledgments are usually sent between ten days 

and two weeks  following the funeral.  For a more personal touch a short 

note may be added on the acknowledgment.  
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Name Address/ Phone Number 

Gift Given:     
Flowers, Food, 
Donation  

Thank 
you 
note 
sent 
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~~Memorial Records~~ 

Name Address/ Phone Number 

Gift Given:     
Flowers, Food, 
Donation  

Thank 
you 
note 
sent 

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

    

The following pages are a place for you to record gifts that friends and 
family may begin bringing to the house.  You will want to make a note 

of who and what they brought and descriptions for later reference 
when you start writing thank you notes.  If they brought a food dish 
you will also want to notate what container they brought so you can 

return it to its proper owner. 
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Name Address/ Phone Number 

Gift Given:     
Flowers, Food, 
Donation  

Thank 
you 
note 
sent 

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

    

When a death occurs: The time immediately following the death of a 

loved one can be days of intense sorrow and emotional stress.  Our Funeral 

Directors and staff wish to act as an advisor on many of the immediate 

problems and with our knowledge and experience relieve a family of needless 

worry and care. 
 

The Death Certificate:  Our staff is responsible for filing the Death 

Certificate with the State of Kansas.  Certified copies of the Death Certificate 

may be required as proof of death in settling claims, such as, life insurance 

claims and change of titles.  Many companies may only require a photo copy 

of the Death Certificate, so it is advisable to order at least one additional copy 

for photo copies.  The fees for certified copies of the Death Certificate are set 

by the State of Kansas. 
 

Social Security: Our staff will make the initial contact with Social 

Security on your behalf by filing a Statement of Death form SSA 271.There 

is a one-time death benefit of $255 that a surviving spouse and/or dependent 

child is usually eligible to receive, however there are other benefits and 

circumstances that may need to be considered as well. Therefore it is 

advisable for a surviving spouse (or other family member) to contact Social 

Security within a month of death so that they can assist you with any Social 

Security benefits that you may be qualified to receive.   

U.S. Veteran’s Benefits: Anyone who was a member of the military at 

the time of death, or honorably discharged from the military, is subject to a 

number of benefits which should be investigated.  Our staff or your local 

Veteran’s Administration Office can assist you in filling out various VA 

forms. 
 

Estate, Wills, Gift Taxes, Real Estate: The services of an attorney or a 

estate professional is ALWAYS advisable in these types of matters. 
 

Automobile Title: If the deceased was sole owner of a titled automotive 

vehicle or trailer, it is part of the estate.  Transfer of title information can be 

obtained from an attorney or the local license bureau.  
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This booklet provides basic information about the law, which may change from time to time and/or become 
outdated.  We cannot and do not provide specific information for your exact situation, and we cannot decide 
whether this booklet’s suggestions are appropriate for you.  If you have any questions regarding legal advice we 
suggest contacting an attorney to determine what may be necessary for your individual needs. 



Campanella Family Funeral Homes 

Campanella-Evans Mortuary 

785-456-9811 

612 E Hwy 24/PO Box 232 

Wamego, KS 66547 

Campanella-Gentry Funeral Home 

785-765-3913 

224 Missouri St/PO Box 245 

Alma, KS 66401 

Campanella-Kufahl Funeral Home 

785-396-4454 

307 Center St 

Wheaton, KS 66521 

Website:  www.campanellafuneral.com 

 

~Every Life is Worth Remembering~ 

Providing Burial, Cremation, Memorial,  

Reception Services, and Monuments  

Bank Accounts: The survivor of joint bank accounts can usually        

withdraw from the account without legal procedure. A bank account solely 

in the decedent’s name may require probate action of consent to transfer 

from a government agency.  For small amounts, some banks have forms 

which permit payment of the balance funeral expenses if no other assets  

require probate.  It is always wise to seek professional advice concerning 

bank accounts, savings bonds, stocks and bonds, IRAs, retirement accounts, 

or any other financial matters. 

 

Safety Deposit Box: Following a death safety deposit boxes may have 

several regulations and procedures depending on who is named as the owner 

of the box. It is advisable to consult the bank for any explanation of those 

procedures.  

 

NOTES:_______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 


